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in the commercial interest of the re-
quester.

(e) No requester will be charged a fee
after any search or response which oc-
curs after the applicable time limits as
described in §§3004.43 and 3004.44, so
long as there are no unusual or excep-
tional circumstances, such as those
used to justify an extension of the time
limit as described in §3004.45. The Com-
mission may, however, charge fees for
a partial grant of a request while it re-
views records that may be exempt and
may be responsive to the request, if it
is made within the applicable time lim-
its.

§3004.53 Fee schedule.

(a) Fees will be calculated as follows:

(1) Manual search. At the salary rate
(basic pay plus 16 percent) of the em-
ployee(s) making the search. Search
time may be charged for even if the
Commission fails to locate records or if
records located are exempt from disclo-
sure.

(2) Computer search. At the direct cost
of providing the search, including com-
puter search time directly attributable
to searching for records responsive to
the request runs and employee salary
apportionable to the search.

(3) Review (commercial use). At the sal-
ary rate (basic pay plus 16 percent) of
the employee(s) conducting the review.
Charges are imposed only for the re-
view necessary at the initial adminis-
trative level to determine the applica-
bility of any exemption, and not for re-
view at the administrative appeal level
of an exemption already applied.

(4) Duplication. At 10 cents per page
for paper copy, which the Commission
has found to be the reasonable direct
cost thereof. For copies of records pre-
pared by computer the direct cost of
production, including employee time,
will be charged.

(5) Additional services. Postage, insur-
ance, and other additional services
that may be arranged for by the re-
quester will be charged at actually in-
curred cost.

(b) In addition to the fee waiver pro-
visions of §3004.52(d), fees may be
waived at the discretion of the Com-
mission.

§3004.70

§3004.54 Procedure for assessing and
collecting fees.

(a) Advance payment may be re-
quired if the requester failed to pay
previous bills in a timely fashion or
when the fees are likely to exceed $250.

(1) Where the requester has pre-
viously failed to pay within 30 days of
the billing date, the Commission may
require the requester to pay an ad-
vance payment of the estimated fee to-
gether with either the past due fees
(plus applicable interest) or proof that
the past fees were paid.

(2) When advance payment is re-
quired, the administrative time limits
prescribed in 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6) (§3004.43)
begin only after such payment has been
received.

(b) Interest at the rate published by
the Secretary of the Treasury as pre-
scribed in 31 U.S.C. 3717 will be charged
on unpaid fee bills starting on the 31st
day after the bill was sent. Receipt of
a fee by the Commission, whether proc-
essed or not, will stay the accrual of
interest.

§3004.60 Chief Freedom of Informa-
tion Act Officer.

The Commission designates the Sec-
retary of the Commission as the Chief
FOIA Officer. The Chief FOIA Officer
shall be responsible for the administra-
tion of and reporting on the Commis-
sion’s Freedom of Information Act pro-
gram.

§3004.61 Freedom of Information Act
Public Liaison.

The Commission designates the Di-
rector of the Office of Public Affairs
and Government Relations or his or
her designee as the FOIA Public Liai-
son who shall assist in the resolution
of any dispute between a requester and
the Commission. The FOIA Public Li-
aison may be contacted via e-mail at
PRC-PAGR@prc.gov or telephone at 202—
789-6800.

§3004.70 Third-party submission of
non-public materials.

(a) Overlap with treatment of non-pub-
lic materials. Any person who submits
materials to the Commission (sub-
mitter) that the submitter reasonably
believes to be exempt from public dis-
closure may submit materials under
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